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ORDER OF WORSHIP

1st Sunday of Advent & Communion
Liturgical Color: Purple, symbolizing Royalty
November 27, 2022
10:00am

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER
BOLD means the congregation reading or singing
*The congregation standing in body or spirit
PRELUDE

“Prepare the Way, O Zion”

CALL TO WORSHIP
PASTOR: Let us worship God. Awake, people of God, and let us begin our
preparations for Christ’s coming.
PEOPLE: Make your ways known to us, O God.
Show us once more your awesome presence.
PASTOR: We are all God’s people; so we come together as God’s family for worship
and prayer.
PEOPLE: Let the mountains quake before you, mighty God.
Let the nations tremble in awe and reverence.
PASTOR: Praise the One who grants us the gift of life.
Give thanks for God’s continuing faithfulness.
PEOPLE: Heaven and earth will pass away.
But the Word of God is true for all times and places.
PRAYER OF ADORATION Please respond “amen” to this and all prayers making them your own
*HYMN 8 (At home see Page 9)

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

CALL TO CONFESSION
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Awesome God, we confess the sin of our separation from you.
We have blamed you for hiding from us,
rather than admitting that we have failed to recognize you
in the thousands of ways you reveal yourself every day.
We have not called on you, and have not listened for your call.
Without you, we have become tiny islands of self-concern.
Our ties with our brothers and sisters are stretched & broken.
O God, we long for that loving community in which your reign is
acknowledged and your purposes are served.
Move us to that place of forgiveness and renewal,
we pray in Christ’s name. Amen.
(Silent Personal Confession)

DECLARATION OF PARDON
READER: Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.
PEOPLE: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
ADVENT HYMN 13 (See Page 9)

Prepare the Way, Verse 1 only

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE – HOPE
ANTHEM

“Advent Processional”

Kathleen Katzenstein
Chancel Choir

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm
1
I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let’s go to the LORD’s house!”
2
Now our feet are standing
in your gates, Jerusalem!
3
Jerusalem is built like a city
joined together in unity.
4
That is where the tribes go up—the LORD’s tribes!
It is the law for Israel to give thanks there to the LORD’s name,
2

because the thrones of justice are there—
the thrones of the house of David!
6
Pray that Jerusalem has peace:
“Let those who love you have rest.
7
Let there be peace on your walls;
let there be rest on your fortifications.”
8
For the sake of my family and friends,
I say, “Peace be with you, Jerusalem.”
Together 9
For the sake of the LORD our God’s house
I will pray for your good.
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SCRIPTURE LESSON: Romans 13:11-14
PASTOR: The word of the Lord.
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Not Just Fixin’ to Do It

Pastor Jeff Hatch

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD
*HYMN 2 (See Page 10)

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Accompanied by the Bells of Branchville

STATEMENT OF FAITH - The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
MINUTE FOR MISSION - Debbie Anderson, Mission Chair
PRAYER CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, and PASTORAL PRAYER
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DONATING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS – Multiple Ways to Make an Offering:
1. Text – Just text the word “GIVE” to 973-874-1277 and follow the link that
will be texted back to you. You may make a donation using your credit
card, your checking account, or your savings account.
2. E-giving – Go to our webpage at: http://www.fpcbranchville.org and click
the link at the bottom of the page.
3. Bill Pay – Your bank probably offers this option to make donations onetime or on a recurring basis - it’s free, and 100% of your gift is received!
4. QR Code - Use the graphic shown to the right and scan
it with your phone’s camera - no need to take a picture,
just click the link that appears on your screen.
5. Attend worship in person and put your offering in the
plate as it’s passed.
6. Mail in your donation to: First Presbyterian Church,
PO Box 1, Branchville, NJ 07826.
OFFERTORY

“I Wonder as I Wander”

*THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise Him all creatures here below!
Praise Him above ye heavenly host! Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
*GREETING
*HYMN OF PREPARATION 517 (See Page 10)

We Come as Guests Invited, Verses 1&2

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
INVITATION
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING
PASTOR: The Lord be with you.
PEOPLE: And also with you.
PASTOR: Lift up your hearts.
PEOPLE: We lift them up to the Lord.
PASTOR: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
PEOPLE: It is right to give thanks and praise.
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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BREAKING THE BREAD, POURING THE CUP
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

WE GO TO SERVE GOD
*HYMN 517 (See Page 10)

We Come as Guests Invited, Verses 3

*BENEDICTION & 3-Fold “Amen”
POSTLUDE

“Good Christians All Rejoice”

November 27, 2022
WELCOME! We give you warm greetings on this Communion Sunday
and First Sunday of Advent. We hope you find yourself feeling
welcome here, the service inspiring, and a bit more in touch with God
today. Please join us for Coffee Hour and conversation after worship
in the Fellowship Hall next door.
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OUR GREENING OF THE CHURCH will be next Sunday. Please join us
to again learn the significance of the Christmas symbols we use to
decorate and celebrate this holy-day. Lots of carols, decorating the tree,
an appearance by Mrs. Claus, and wassail to drink next door afterward as
we usher in the season with our Greening on December 4th.

DONATE TO THE PAST VISION RENEWED (PVR) CAMPAIGN - We
are proud of the improvements that have been made to our church, but
there are a few more big items on the list! The latest goal is to raise about
$20,000 toward removing our deteriorating ramp and putting in a chair lift
to provide easier access to the sanctuary for those who have difficulty
with steps. We currently have around $16,000, so are nearly there! And
once the chair lift is put in, our next item is to air condition the sanctuary
(and we already have $10k donated just toward that!).
So we encourage you to continue supporting the PVR so that improvements like this
may continue (the prioritized list in the Fellowship Hall on the front wall). Thank you in
advance for your support.
Please make checks payable to: “First Presbyterian Church” and drop in the offering
plate or mail to the church office. December 18th is the deadline for making
contributions to be included in the Christmas bulletin listing of those who donate
and dedicate it to the memory of or in honor of a loved one. Thank you in advance
for your holiday donation.

FOURTH QUARTER LOCAL MISSION - Since 1997 Family Promise of Sussex County
has provided services to assist families and single men and
women as they work towards housing stability and selfsufficiency. Family Promise of Sussex
County works to eradicate homelessness
in Sussex County and provides resources
to strengthen children and families. They
provide emergency shelter, meals,
counseling, and intensive case management services. Your
contributions to the 4th Quarter Mission (October–December) will
go to this very worthy program to help our Sussex County
neighbors who are in dire need. If you’d like to donate, you may
mail a check made out to “First Presbyterian Church of
Branchville” with "Family Promise" in the memo. Your contributions to special mission
projects make a big difference!! Thank you for your generosity.
THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE would like to invite everyone to join us
in the Fellowship Hall on December 4th following the Greening to build a
Gingerbread Village. It will be a great time for us to grab a warm drink
during coffee hour and then gather for a festive activity to begin the
holiday season.

LAST WEEK TO VISIT THE THRIFT SHOPPE - Christmas items are still
on sale, but this Saturday from 9am to noon is the final opportunity to
shop. (We ask that you please kindly hold all other donations until the
Spring.)
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PER CAPITA REMINDER - Just a friendly reminder for those who
have not yet paid their Per Capita this year - it is $40/person and
helps our church a great deal when we don’t have to take such a
large sum from our already tight budget. As of November, we have
only received $2,124.00 towards our $8,520.00 due. In 2023 it raises
to $42.50/person.
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2022 - Any offerings that you wish to be posted
for 2022 must be received by December 31, 2022.

CALENDAR OF MINISTRIES AND ACTIVITIES
TIME
ACTIVITY
10:00am
Worship, First Sunday of Advent/Communion,
Livestream via Facebook
11:30am-12:15pm
Bells of Branchville Rehearsal
Around 1:00pm
Worship recording available on YouTube
Monday
10am-12:30pm
Food Pantry open (food will be pre-bagged to pick up outside)
Tuesday
4:00pm
Fellowship Committee Meeting
Wednesday 10am-12:30pm
Food Pantry open (food will be pre-bagged to pick up outside)
Saturday 9:00am-12:00pm
Daisey Roe Thrift Shop Final Sale
----------------------------------------Next Sunday
10:00am
Worship, Greening of the Church, Livestream via Facebook
11:30am
Bells of Branchville Rehearsal
DAY
Today

Flowers given today by
John & Joanne Lawson
to the Glory of God
and in Loving Memory of
All Loved Ones
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PLEASE DONATE TO THE
PAST VISION
RENEWED CAMPAIGN

We are proud of the many improvements that have been made to our church
from our Priority List, but the list isn’t complete. We encourage you to continue
supporting the PVR so that improvements may continue to our facilities (the
prioritized list is posted on the front wall of the Fellowship Hall). Our current
project is to save toward a new chair lift to go up to the sanctuary, to replace our
worn out ramp. Thank you in advance for your support.
Please make checks payable to:
“First Presbyterian Church”
and drop in the offering plate during worship,
or mail to the church office.
Deadline for listing in our Christmas Bulletin is December 18th
Donation to the PVR Campaign $_______________
Given by: _______________________________________________

Given in Memory of: ______________________________________
-orGiven in Honor of: ________________________________________

Thank you in advance for your holiday donation.
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